Platelets and coagulation. An update.
Accepted mechanisms of coagulation are being challenged as new proteins and feedback mechanisms are discovered and evaluated. These new proteins, including tissue factor pathway inhibitor, not only change the way we look at the coagulation mechanism, but also give us potential alternatives in treatment of hemophilia. Gene therapy continues to be a challenging research area, with hemophilia serving as the prototypic hereditary disease target. As acquired disorders of coagulation secondary to immune-mediated events are studied and better understood, our approaches to management of these cases will also change to the benefit of our patients.